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2 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
The Home Economics Vodvil 
F RIDAY the thirteenth! I didn't expect to receive any valentines 
at all on such an unlucky day," 
said the Valentine Girl as she drew six 
or seven fluffy valentines out of the mail 
box and sat down to open them. "Oh, 
here's one from Brother, he never forgets 
me and ............ " a burst of m'usic and the 
big lace heart at the back of the stage 
opened and out danced .the Valentine 
Girl's first valentine. 
"Lollipops, lollipops-one for a nickel, 
two for a dime, three for a quarter and 
lick 'em all the time, lollipops," they car-
rolled as they hopped around the stage 
for all the world like lollipops in their 
brilliant hued frillR. and big, floppy hats. 
The Valentine Girl laughed l!leefully as 
they showered her with smaller replicas 
of themselves as they popped cheerfully 
off the stage. 
Again the big heart opened and out 
swaggered a different kind of Valentine--
bright, gaudily dressed in yellow and 
black Charley Boys. From their high 
shiny hats to their thin ·black canes they 
were swagger. The Valentine Girl was en-
tranced by the Charley Boys, but befofe 
she had a ~'hance to say a word the door 
in the heart banged open and o'ut fell a 
comic valentine. She hugged her valen-
tines to her heart as she laughed and 
laughed at the funny contortions of this 
valentine. Never before had she seen 
such a wonderfully fitted tuxedo or a 
skirt with thirty-eight slits. 
The Valentine Girl was still laughing 
softly to herself when the best valentine 
of all came out of the lacy heart. Like 
a quaint old picture were the slender, 
bowing boys and the beruffled maids with 
bonny hearts cocked jauntily on their 
heads The Valentine Girl's heart went 
out to the boy on the end; the boy who 
offered her such a lovely bouquet. This 
was her favorite valentine! The other 
valentines fluttered to the floor as she 
joined the boy and danced happily with 
him and his companions. What a wonder-
ful day Friday the thirteenth was! So 
ended the first act of the Home Eco-
nomics Vaudeville which was the big ev-
ent on Friday, February 13th. 
Each year the home economics s tu-
dents of Iowa State College present a 
vaudeville, which is usually received ap-
preciatively by other students and 
friends. This year the program, which 
was presented twice to large audiences, 
seemed more popular than usuaL 
A gay deck of cards was presently 
dancing before the c'urtain. Such a hand-
some deck it was; all new and shining 
Kings and Queens . But was not some-
thing lacking? Ah, here he is, our merry 
Joker, that rascal who makes or mars 
our fortunes. The Kings and Queens re-
tire gracefully and leave him the stage 
and he proceeds to cut capers to his 
heart's content. What are hearts any-
way but something to play with? 
It is a far cry to the second part of 
this curtain act where Miss Trixy and 
two little pickaninnies clog madly to the 
strains of a wailing banjo but it is a 
farther cry yet to the play "The Maker 
of Dreams." We sat entranced while 
Pierrot gradually came to realize thru 
the influence of the Maker of Dreams 
that his love was not for a red checked 
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girl with a string of red beads but for 
lovely Pierrette who -was pining her heart 
out for him. The naive simplicity of the 
play charmed everyone. Pierrot with his 
poetic fancies, Pierrette with her wist-
ful soliloques and the Maker of Dreams 
with his subtle hints on love transported 
us to a world of which we know nothing 
but where we would enjoy living if it 
were always so charming. 
Then in another instant we would like 
to do nothing better than gn to a Corres-
pondence School and learn the Mail Or-
der CrawL That is, on the supposition 
that we co'uld do it as cleverly and as 
rhythmically as did the Lumberjacks 
Chorus in their yellow and blue checked 
jackets and their big, floppy bell lJotwm 
Th<" ballet provided a fitting close ·for t h e 
Vodvil. 
trousers. They were depicting the "hot-
test preps in school"' they said, and there 
would be a mad rush by all the girls if 
they could find such preps anywhere. 
The "hottest preps" gave way to one 
of the cleverest parts of the program, the 
Raggedy Ann Chorus-if you can call a 
little girl and two rag dolls a chorus. 
B'ut they were dancing dolls and we know 
that they were rags all the way thru or 
they couldn't have gone thru such con-
tortions. 
Ballets are almost an established part 
of every show given at Iowa State and 
the Home Economics Vodvil was not 
without its ballet. A garlanded group 
of dancers furnished a lovely background 
for a shepherd boy, a shepherdess and a 
dancing nymph_ While the shepherdess 
slept the dancers went thru the move-
ments of a dance. Changing colors turn-
ed them to marble while the nymph 
awoke the sleeping shepherdess and led 
her to the shepherd boy. 
Such was the program of the Vodvil. 
But it was not alone the girls who work-
ed on the stage but the girls who were 
in charge of the properties, costumes. 
dances and management that made the 
Vodvil the success that it was. Much 
or th"l credit goes to Grace Heidbrede1· 
the manager and Miss Ida Anders the 
faculty advisor. They planned the Vodvil 
and selected the peppy songs that were 
f'eatured thruout. Miss Shannon was in 
charge of the clever dances and Anna 
May Romberg and a faithful committee 
designed and made the clever costumes. 
The success of the Vodvil shows more 
than anything else the fine spirit of co-
operation among all the girls on the cam-
p'us. 
The unique stage setting, which con-
sisted of a large, frilly, lacy valentine 
heart, whose doors opened to admit the 
dancers, was designed and superintended 
by Ann L eichleiter. 
The girls that helped put the Home 
Economics Vodvil across are:-
First Act 
The Valentine Girl-Helen Henker. 
H. Ec. Guards-Marion Elder, Thirza 
Hull, Mary Forman, Marguerite Herr. 
Charley My Boy-Beulah Smith, Mar-
ion Richeson, Jane Rhoads, Christine 
Phelps, Vivian Scott, Merle Dean. Mary 
Wasser. 
Lollipops-Dorothy Stewart, Gladys 
Parker, Ruth McKnight, Marjorie Ayres, 
Cleve Welsh, Dorothy McDaniels. 
Comic-Beulah Roberts, Winogene 
'Vonder. 
Me and the boy Friend-Miriam Buet-
tell, Doris Prall, Gertrude McArthur, 
B,eryl Spinney, Margaret Goodwin, Edna 




1€1". Dorothy Harp, Alice Follett, Lor-
raine Sandstrom, Frances Knuckles, Eli-
zabeth Sonnkalb, Adelia Bigler. 
Nigger Act-Mary Helen Smith, Vir-
ginia Alexander, Betty Draper, Dorothy 
Dean Herford. 
Maker of Dreams-
Pierrot- Marguerite Herr. 
Pierrette-P•earl Harris. 
Maker of Dreams-Virginia Alexander. 
Third Act 
Mail Order Chorus-Helen Holloway, 
Mable Weyrauch, Evelyn Kirberg, Mar-
garet Adams, Mary Pollock, Adele Herbst, 
Harriet Parker, Dorothy Parker. 
Raggedy Ann-Estelle Sill, Dorothy 
Stewart, Margaret Proctor. 
Ballet-Dorothy Cooley, Beryl Spinney. 
Gertrude Murray, Anna Westrom, Gever-
na Ericson, Margaret Cleghorn, Virginia 
Buck, Hulda Zimmerman. 
The Shepherdess-Lennadore Berg. 
The Shepherd Boy-Margaret Brook-
hart. 
Nymph- Rosamond Fielder. 
Manager- Grace H eidbreder. 
Faculty Advisor- Ida A. Anders. 
~usiness Manager- Katherine Ayres. 
Costumes- Anna May Romberg, Miss 
Florence Faust, advisor. 
Dances-Miss J essie Shannon. 
Ushers-Jean MacColl. 
Publicity-Jane Rhoads. 
Twenty-four farm women of Scott 
county spent a week in Ames last month 
attending the Homemakers Short Course. 
Three months earlier the women of Scott 
county under t he direction of Mrs. D. J. 
Clapp, county project leader, and Miss 
Lulu Tregoning, home demonstration 
agent, set their goal, "Each township 
send two delegates to the Homemakers 
Short Course at Iowa State College". 
The men and women in each township 
caught the spirit and worked together. 
They had oyster suppers and bake sales, 
which h elped raise the necessary funds. 
Besides sending their own representa-
tives, each township paid $2.00 toward 
the expenses of the county project leader 
for a week at the short course, too. 
"I look upon this as one of the high 
lights in this year's work, and hope for 
similar r esults in at least ten counties 
for the Short Course of 1925," said Miss 
Neale S. Knowles, state leader of home 
demonstration agents. 
